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Gospel Preludes,:Book IV (1984)% - . . . . i v v William Bolcom
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Sometimes I Feel Like A Motherless Child
Sweet Hour of Prayer
Fantasy on "O Zion Haste" and "The Church's One Foundation"

Commissioned by the Marilyn Mason Commissioning Fund.

This is the last collection of Gospel Preludes, bringing the total to

twelve. Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child was a reaction to the
brutal end of Marvin Gaye, whose Motown career went beyond the more or less
usual stereotype and whose personal life led to his murder. Sweet Hour of
Prayer always has had a febrile intensity for me, and I set it with that mood
in mind. The finale is a combined fantasy on 0 Zion Haste and a gospel-
influenced 5/4 setting of How Firm a Foundation, which caps the whole series.

-William Bolcom

*First performance in E1 Paso.
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