











"The Stations of the Cross'" refers to a series of pictures or
tableaux representing certain scenes in the Passion and Death
of Christ, each corresponding to a particular incident connected
with the Passion. They are usually arranged at intervals
around the walls of a church. . . .

The object of the Stations is to help the faithful make in
spirit a pilgrimage to the principal scenes of Christ's Passion
and Death. The devotion is carried out by passing from

Station to Station, meditating on each incident represented

in the tableaux. . . .

The origin of this devotion is traced to the Holy Land. The
route Christ traveled from the place of sentencing to Calvary
has been marked since the earliest years of Christianity, and
has been the object of pilgrimage since the days of Constantine.
There is, however, no direct evidence of a set form of

devotion until the seventeenth century, at which time the number
of Stations was fixed at fourteen.

-~ The Catholic Encyclopedia, XV

ABOUT THE WORK , . . .
LE CHEMIN DE LA CROIX

Dupre has placed himself before the drama as a witness who
could in his emotions take up the words of the apostle:

"What I have seen, what I have heard - that is what I have to
say to you,'" He has seen, and heard the two principal actors
of the drama: Christ and the Virgin.

The Christ as Victim - we foresee it everywhere: from the
first Station with the cries of the crowd pursuing him; we
hear him stumble under the weight of the cross, but it is at
the eighth Station that he reveals himself in a gesture of

- pity toward the '"daughters of Jerusalem who follow him."
Crushed under the burden, he falls shortly afterwards at the
ninth Station; it is upon him alone that our eyes are fixed,
when stripped of his garments, nailed upon the cross, he
speaks a last time to his Father before dying.

The Virgin shattered by grief: a striking figure which appears
at the fourth Station. While the drama is taking place, she
remains apart. When all is consummated she advances again

to receive the body of her son.










