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Concerto in F major, Op. 4, No, 5 George Prederic Handel

vYandel wrote a total of sixteen concertoe for organ, the first set of
six being published by Walsh in 1738 as Opus 4. Concerto No. 5 is one
of the most popular of these works, whether performed with orchestra
¢r in a version for solo organ as 1s the case tonight,

Minlature (1958) Jean langleis

The composer is organist at Ste. Clotilde in Paris., This work was
comnissioned by Marilyn Mason and is dedicated to her. It was one

of the pieces required for the American Guild of Crganists examination
for 1960,

Erilogue, for pedal solo Jean Langlais

Epilogue for the pedal iz the final movement of a suite by Langlais
entitled Homage to Frescobaldi. The suite, written in 19551-52, wvas
modeled on the historically important collection by Frescobaldi,
the Fioro Musicali of 1635,

Prelude and Fugue in D major Johann Sebastian Bach

The Prelude and Fugue in D major is a work of smazing brilliance,
combined with mature and ever fresh musical invention. Coming from
Bach'e greatest period &a an organ virtuoso and composer, the opening
scalic passages of the Prelude are indicative of his utter agsurance
and mastery in hie art. The Fugue is a spirited one, ending with a
pedal cadenza which ranges through the whole compass of the pedal bosard.

Trois Danses Jehan Alsgin

Jehan Alain, one of France's most promising composers, gave his life
for his country in World War II at the age of 25. The Trois Danses
{Joye, Sorrows, and Conflicta) were composed in 1937-38 after the

death of Alsin's sister, but were not publighed unt!ll 1942, The

Danses symbolize the drama of life with its joys and sorrows, the
conflict between the two, and the final triusph of life over death.

The entire triptych is steeped in powerful, varied, and complex rhythms.




Two Preludes Searle Wright

Searle Wright, & contemporary American composer, is organist and choir-
masgter of St, Paul‘s Chapel, Columbia University, and is on the facuity
of the Union Theological Seminsry. Greensleeves is an old English
melody now popular as the Christmas carol What Child is This?

Brother James' Air is a tune by Jsmes L. M. Bain, a Scottish clergyman.
It is ugually agsociated with the words of the 23rd Pesalm.

Grand Choir Dislogue Eugene Gigout

It was custemsty to furnish the French cathedrals with twe Instruments,
a small choir organ located in the east end to support the singing, and
& "Grande Orgue' over the entrance at the west end for selo parts,
preludes and postiudes. In this Dialogue, Gigout uses these two musical
eotities by stating onme phrese on the small organ, and answering it
with the full organm.
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Marilyn Mason is Chairman of the Department of Orgen of the
University of Michigan. She hasg been guest professor at Columbia
University, and also at Union Theological Seminaxy where she
raceived the Doctorate pf Sacred Mupic degree in 1954. She hes
been heard in recitals throughout North America and Europe.

Dr. Mason was the first American womam to play in Wegtmingtex
Abbey, when she represented the United States at the International
Congress of Organists in 1957, Subsequent tours of England and
the Continent have included a return engagement at Westminster
Abbey and sppearances in Vienna and Berlin. The summer of 1960
she played four concerts at the Auditorio Nacional {in Mexico City,
being the first womsn to play in Latin America, and this fall zhe
played in Spain at the International Congress of Organists.

Dr. Mason hag a specilal interest in contemporary music, and has
cosmissioned many composers to write for the organ.



